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Outstanding!
Two of 12 OAY from
Team Charleston

Sunset
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See OUTSTANDING, page 3

Story and photo by
Staff Sgt. Jason Smith
437 AW Public Affairs

After a little over two years of deac-
tivation, the 16th Airlift Squadron will
reactivate today, once again becom-

ing the 437th Airlift Wing’s fourth fly-
ing squadron.

The former C-141 Starlifter squad-
ron is scheduled to become a C-17
Globemaster III squadron at a 10 a.m.
ceremony as Lt. Col. Gary Goldstone
assumes command of the unit.

“The theory is more
planes equals more people,”
said Maj. Jim Regenor, 16
AS assistant director of op-
erations.  “We’re opening
the unit with 41 people ini-
tially assigned, and we’ll get
to 138 by the end of fiscal
2003.”

The squadron will have
12 aircraft assigned once
all the personnel are in
place, according to Regenor.
Of the initial 41 members,
11 are aircraft command-
ers, nine are co-pilots, 14
are loadmasters, and seven
are support personnel.

So far, eleven people are
assigned and have been
working hard to get every-

thing ready for the unit’s opening
day.  Regenor said there are numer-
ous processes that have to be com-
pleted before reactivating a unit.  Most
importantly, is the building of a home.
The 16 AS will call Bldg. 705 their
home once the final touches have
been put on the building.

“I’m looking forward to making the
move,” said Patricia Wright, 16 AS
secretary.  “I’ve watched the people
putting this thing together work a lot
of 12-hour days to make sure we’re
ready.  I think we have an awesome
crew, and I’m excited about working
with them.”

While the move is a new one for
some of the people involved, the 16 AS
is an old pro.  According to a 16 AS fact
sheet, the unit was activated as the
16th Transportation Squadron on Dec.
11, 1940.

Slightly more than two years later,
it was redesignated as the 16th Troop
Carrier Squadron.

In 1991, after three deactivations,
three activations and four more
redesignations, the unit was named

the 16 AS, according to the fact sheet.
Some of the unit’s assignments in-
clude places like England, Tunisia,
Sicily and Trinidad.

During World War II, the 16 TCS
was involved with airborne assaults
on Sicily and southern France, ac-
cording to the fact sheet.

Through the years, the unit has
been awarded the Distinguished Unit
Citation and two Outstanding Unit
Awards.

Master Sgt. Rick Carreno, 16 AS
Commander’s Support Staff
superintendant, said he’s excited
about working for a unit with such a
proud history.  This is not his first
time stationed at Charleston AFB,
but it is his first time working for the
16 AS.

“I’m really looking forward to get-
ting started,” said Carreno.  “Starting
a unit from the ground up is a great
experience.  If something isn’t right
with the squadron, you have no one to
blame but yourself.”

The 16 AS is scheduled to fly its
first mission by Oct. 1.

16 AS to reactivate today after two-year absence
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By Staff Sgt.
Melanie Streeter
437 AW Public Affairs

Team Charleston is now
home to two of the Air Force
Association’s 12 Outstanding
Airmen of the Year for 2001.

Staff Sgt. Terrence
Carraway, 315th Security
Forces Squadron, and Staff
Sgt. Brian Sharman, 437th

Civil Engineer Squadron Ex-
plosive Ordnance Disposal
Flight, were told they would
be wearing the Outstanding
Airman badge for the next
year, after being selected by
a board that included the
chief master sergeant of the
Air Force and the command
chief master sergeants from
each major command.

The award recognizes 12
outstanding enlisted mem-
bers for superior leadership,
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Action Line
The Commander’s Action line is your direct link to me.   It’s

your opportunity to make Charleston Air Force Base a better
place to live, work and play.

First give the appropriate base agency a chance to solve
the problem, but if you don’t get a  satisfactory answer, call
me at 963-5581 or send an e-mail to
action@charleston.af.mil.

By Col. Brooks Bash
437 AW commander

This past weekend, I had the opportunity to participate
in Large Package Week at Pope AFB, N.C.  Our 437th Airlift
Wing members did an outstanding job.  The training was
superb and allowed us to practice large formation flying,
airdrops, night-vision goggle formations and short-field
landings.  We worked very closely with Fort Bragg, N.C.,
personnel to make the exercise a complete success.  The
437 AW proved that we could deliver an Army brigade-sized
force anytime, anywhere.

During Large Package Week, everyone worked long
hours to achieve some impressive results, especially our
maintainers who launched 83 aircraft missions on time,
for 100 percent mission reliability.  We are a true world-
class airlift wing.  Some of the outstanding performers
recognized during the exercise were 1st Lt. Wade
Cornelius, 437th Aircraft Generation Squadron, and Master
Sergeants Kevin Peters, 315th Aircraft Generation Squad-
ron; Rick Bolick, 437 AGS; and Mike O’Hara, 437 AGS.  A
special thanks to Col. Russ Deluca, 437th Operations Group
deputy commander, and Lt. Col. Steve Shope, 15th Airlift
Squadron commander, for their efforts in making large
package another great, safe training exercise.

The 437th Logistics Group did an equally outstanding job
during the Air Mobility Command Logistics Standardiza-
tion and Evaluation Team visit.  At Monday’s outbrief, the
inspectors identified 19 best practices in aircraft mainte-
nance and singled out 23 outstanding performers.  I had
an opportunity to present a wing coin to each of these
professional performers at a luncheon later in the day.

The inspection was designed to ensure logistics pro-
cesses are operating in a standardized manner and to
create a logistics culture of personal accountability.  We
were the second base in the command to be inspected, and
we received a great deal of feedback in a number of areas,
which helps us to do our mission effectively and safely.
Although no overall rating was assigned, we did very well,
and I am proud of the team effort in preparing for this
comprehensive inspection.  I gave the inspection an
“outstanding.”

My congratulations to the men and women of the 315th

Airlift Wing on the recent announcement of their selec-

tion as the 2001 Air Force Association Outstanding Re-
serve Unit Award winners.  They are very deserving of this
recognition, and we could not accomplish what we do
without their support.

We also had two Air Force-level individual winners.
Special congratulations to Staff Sgt. Terrence Carraway,
315th Security Forces Squadron, and Staff Sgt. Brian
Sharman, 437th Civil Engineer Squadron Explosive Ord-
nance Disposal Flight, for being named as two of the 12
outstanding airmen of the year.  The competition is fierce
at the Air Force level, and it is a significant accomplish-
ment for two airmen from one base to win.  Great job – we
are proud of you!

Congratulations to our wing quarterly award recipients.
Receiving top honors were Senior Airman Jerry
Yarrington, 437th Transportation Squadron, Airman cat-
egory; Airman 1st Class Justin Little, 437 AGS, Honor
Guard Airman category; Tech. Sgt. Sue Wilburn, 437 AGS,
NCO category; Staff Sgt. Curtis Jamison, 437th Communi-
cations Squadron, Honor Guard NCO category; Master Sgt.
Richard Lytton, 437 CS, Senior NCO category; Capt.
Kathleen Joynt, 14th Airlift Squadron, Junior Company
Grade Officer category; Capt. Brian Creighton, 14 AS,
Senior CGO category; John Geraci, 437 CES, Civilian
Category 1; and Rose Alexander, 437 AW Public Affairs,
Civilian Category 2.  Please congratulate these superior
performers the next time you see them.

Air Force One will stop here Monday as President
George W. Bush visits the local area to show his support
for the republican candidate for governor.  Many of you will
be involved in making that visit go smoothly; I know I can
count on you for seamless support for our Commander-in-
Chief.

I am proud of the safety consciousness I have seen.
Continue to be vigilant.  If you plan to drink alcohol, have
a solid plan for how you will get home without getting
behind the wheel of a car.  The time to develop a plan is
before you go out drinking.  By doing so, you reduce the
chances of injuring yourself or others on the road.  A little
prior planning can go a long way in reducing the chances
of a deadly encounter on the road.

Please continue to strive to take care of one another.  I
want everyone to be safe, both in the workplace and while
at leisure.  Have a safe weekend!

Wing impresses AMC inspectors, leads on LPW

Q: We have a great boat lot here at CharlestonQ: We have a great boat lot here at CharlestonQ: We have a great boat lot here at CharlestonQ: We have a great boat lot here at CharlestonQ: We have a great boat lot here at Charleston
AFB.  It is an excellent idea to have somewhere toAFB.  It is an excellent idea to have somewhere toAFB.  It is an excellent idea to have somewhere toAFB.  It is an excellent idea to have somewhere toAFB.  It is an excellent idea to have somewhere to
store boats, trailers and RVs when not in use.  Itstore boats, trailers and RVs when not in use.  Itstore boats, trailers and RVs when not in use.  Itstore boats, trailers and RVs when not in use.  Itstore boats, trailers and RVs when not in use.  It
makes the housing area look better and improvesmakes the housing area look better and improvesmakes the housing area look better and improvesmakes the housing area look better and improvesmakes the housing area look better and improves
parking.parking.parking.parking.parking.

However, I don’t understand why active-dutyHowever, I don’t understand why active-dutyHowever, I don’t understand why active-dutyHowever, I don’t understand why active-dutyHowever, I don’t understand why active-duty
people living off base can’t store their boats, trailerspeople living off base can’t store their boats, trailerspeople living off base can’t store their boats, trailerspeople living off base can’t store their boats, trailerspeople living off base can’t store their boats, trailers
and RVs there also.  People living on base shouldand RVs there also.  People living on base shouldand RVs there also.  People living on base shouldand RVs there also.  People living on base shouldand RVs there also.  People living on base should
have first preference, but off-base personnel shouldhave first preference, but off-base personnel shouldhave first preference, but off-base personnel shouldhave first preference, but off-base personnel shouldhave first preference, but off-base personnel should
be afforded the same amenities as well.  Off-basebe afforded the same amenities as well.  Off-basebe afforded the same amenities as well.  Off-basebe afforded the same amenities as well.  Off-basebe afforded the same amenities as well.  Off-base
personnel get to use all the other services andpersonnel get to use all the other services andpersonnel get to use all the other services andpersonnel get to use all the other services andpersonnel get to use all the other services and
facilities, why not the boat lot?facilities, why not the boat lot?facilities, why not the boat lot?facilities, why not the boat lot?facilities, why not the boat lot?

I went by the boat lot this week, and the fenceI went by the boat lot this week, and the fenceI went by the boat lot this week, and the fenceI went by the boat lot this week, and the fenceI went by the boat lot this week, and the fence
was open, so I drove in and took a look.  The lotwas open, so I drove in and took a look.  The lotwas open, so I drove in and took a look.  The lotwas open, so I drove in and took a look.  The lotwas open, so I drove in and took a look.  The lot
was approximately 75-80 percent empty.  Can thewas approximately 75-80 percent empty.  Can thewas approximately 75-80 percent empty.  Can thewas approximately 75-80 percent empty.  Can thewas approximately 75-80 percent empty.  Can the
base’s policy be amended to include storage avail-base’s policy be amended to include storage avail-base’s policy be amended to include storage avail-base’s policy be amended to include storage avail-base’s policy be amended to include storage avail-
ability for all active-duty personnel?ability for all active-duty personnel?ability for all active-duty personnel?ability for all active-duty personnel?ability for all active-duty personnel?

A: I agree about the value of having an RV lot at CAFB.
Unfortunately, we only have a capacity for 175 RV spaces.
Since base residents are not allowed to park their RVs at their
homes, they get first priority, and therefore, we do not have
enough spaces for off-base military members.  Many people
are using their RVs and have them out of the lot during the
summer, and that is why you saw so many empty spaces.
Right now, we cannot provide RV spaces for all base housing

resident requests and have a waiting list.  The 437th Services
Squadron is planning to open a new RV lot next year that will
be open to all active-duty personnel.  Until then, the RV lot
policy will remain the same – for family housing residents only.
Thank you for your question.

Action Line caller expresses concern about RV parking

Base Exchange .................................................. 552-5000
Charleston Club ................................................ 963-3914
Commissary ...................................................... 963-5695
Education Office ................................................ 963-4573
Family Support ................................................. 963-4406
Housing Office ................................................... 963-3859
Legal Office ....................................................... 963-5502
Medical Group ................................................... 963-6700
Outdoor Rec ....................................................... 963-5271
Security Forces ................................................. 963-3611

Commonly used phone numbers
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By Airman 1st Class
Amy Perry
437 AW Public Affairs

The 437th Logistics Group
earned recognition for 19 Air
Mobility Command Best Prac-
tices and 23 Outstanding Per-
formers in the recent Logis-
tics Standardization and
Evaluation Team visit.

The inspection team found
the 437 LG in compliance with
more than 98 percent of the
more than 2,000 inspection
items.

Master Sgt. Daniel Wright,
437 LG Quality Assurance
chief inspector, said a pro-
cess is deemed a Best Prac-
tice if the inspector thinks it
is efficient and can be used
throughout the command.  He
also said that an Outstanding
Performer was someone who
the IG team considered went
above and beyond the call of
duty or normal business.

Col. Tommy Hixon, 437 LG
commander, said group mem-
bers put in extra hours to get
ready for the LSET visit.

“We did a tremendous
amount of preparation for it,
and it paid off,” said Hixon.
“The comment from the in-
spection team was that we
weren’t the first base in-
spected, and it was evident

that we put a tremendous
amount of effort toward the
inspection from what they had
seen at the other bases.”

Several 437 LG members
were named outstanding per-
formers: 1st Lt. Lance Merkley,
437th Aircraft Generation
Squadron; Master Sgt. Joe
Lowey, 437th Transportation;
Master Sgt. James Jarmon,
437th Airlift Wing Command
Post; Tech. Sgt. Timothy
Wynn, 437 AW/CP; Tech. Sgt.
Michael Ritz, 437 TRANS;
Tech. Sgt. John Prato, 437th

Supply Squadron, Staff Sgt.
Mike Robinson, 437 LG; Staff
Sgt. Joseph Verant, 437 AGS;
Staff Sgt. Winfield Hinckley,
437 SUPS; Staff Sgt. Ronald
Martin, 437 SUPS; Staff Sgt.
Matthew Amerson, 437
TRANS; Staff Sgt. Graham
Vitalis, 437 TRANS; Senior
Airman Russell Sumpter, 437
AGS; Senior Airman Heather
Ryan, 437th  Logistics Support
Squadron; Senior Airman
Dawn Potter, 437 TRANS; Air-
man 1st Class Candace
James, 437th Maintenance
Squadron; Airman 1st Class
Mary McNair, 437 LSS; Air-
man Osiris Zacarias, 437
TRANS; Dean Johnson, 437
AGS; Betty Smith, 437th  Con-
tracting Squadron; and Libby
Billham, 437 CONS.

The 437 LG used a self-
inspection process initiated
by 437 LG QA.

“My QA office organized a
team effort across the group,”
said Hixon.  “They had a cross-
functional team that worked
together.  It wasn’t just squad-
rons working to fix their prob-

437 LG earns high marks during LSET visit

OUTSTANDING
continued from page 1

lems.  The team QA put to-
gether really helped.  It took
people in the group to get us
where we are.”

QA was responsible for set-
ting up staff-assistance vis-
its, an internal inspection
program.

“We ran the internal SAVs,”

said Wright.  “The QA chief
set up the game plan for people
to look at the squadrons.
There were around six SAVs.
QA looked at the flightline,
toolboxes and offices.  There
was a lot of self-identification
in the 16 weeks before the
inspection.”

437th Maintenance Squadron:
 Maintenance and supply database
 Maintenance painting C-17 main landing

gear components
 Bushing repairs to C-17 main landing

gear doors
 Contract corrosion program
 Use of self-cleaning solvent tank
 Hazardous waste program

437 LG Quality Assurance:
 Quality assurance functional area strat-

egy
 Logistics operating instruction review

process

437 LG Analysis:
 Analysis 5-level upgrade training sched-

ule
 Data integrity team

 Data reports

437th Supply Squadron:
 Dedicated post-post laptop
 Security surveillance system
 Supply paperless reduction operation

437th Transportation Squadron:
 Vehicles maintenance annual scheduled

maintenance plan
 Improved mobile radio communication

system

437th Contracting Squadron:
 Customer education
 government purchase card controls

437th Logistics Support
Squadron:

 Unit swap out and rotation process re-
quest

Inspection team rInspection team rInspection team rInspection team rInspection team recognizes best practicesecognizes best practicesecognizes best practicesecognizes best practicesecognizes best practices
The Logistics Standardization and Evaluation Team recognized 19 Air Mobility

Command Best Practices in the 437th Logistics Group during its visit recently.
Inspectors noted processes that are efficient and readily adaptable to other bases

throughout the command.

job performance, community involve-
ment and personal achievements,
according to AFA’s Web site.
Carraway and Sharman are sched-
uled to attend the AFA’s annual con-
vention in Washington, D.C., where
the association honors the 12 OAY.

“I’m excited,” Carraway said.  “I
feel honored and privileged just to be
chosen.”

Carraway learned of his selection
from Air Force Reserve Command’s
Command Chief Master Sgt. Cheryl
Adams.

“Chief Adams found out first, and
she said she wanted me to be the
second to know,” Carraway said.

A 15-year veteran of the Florence,
S.C., police department, Carraway
said the biggest honor is being rec-
ognized for who he is.

“This is the way I live my life,” said
Carraway.  “I volunteer.  I work with
kids, and I do a little more.”

Carraway attributed his success
to the people in his life who support
him, like his wife and 9-year-old
son, as well as his Air Force family.

“I’d like to say thanks to Master
Sgt. (Joseph) Hores (315 SFS) and Lt.
Col. (Terri) Hams (315th Support

Group deputy commander),”
Carraway said.  “They helped put my
package together.  I’d also like to
thank my unit and wing.  Without
them, none of this would have been
possible.”

Carraway also offered some les-
sons he has learned that helped him
become the person he is today.

“Never give up,” said Carraway.
“Always believe in God as the one
who’s in charge.  With a little prayer
you can get there.  Always believe in
yourself, and remember, in order to
be a good leader, you must be a great
follower.”

Sharman was almost convinced
he wasn’t going to be named as one of
the 12 OAY, he said.

“I didn’t think I got it, because
Carraway was unofficially notified
earlier in the week, and I figured I
missed out,” Sharman said.  “Then a
colonel from AMC called me and
asked me to hold.  I figured it was
about something else we’re working
on in the shop.  Then a person came
on the line and started talking to
me.”

About two minutes into the con-
versation, Sharman finally asked
whom he was talking to.

“It was Gen. (John) Handy (com-
mander in chief, U.S. Transporta-

tion Command, and commander, Air
Mobility Command),” Sharman said.
“He told me he had an e-mail from
Gen. (John) Jumper (Air Force chief
of staff) naming me as the only AMC
selectee.”

Sharman reacted in much the
same way as Carraway.

“I was ecstatic,” Sharman said.  “I
was really excited.  It’s not every day
when eight stars worth of generals
call you at work.”

According to Sharman, he thinks
a big part of his success this year is
due to the fact that he worked at two
different bases – Hickam AFB, Ha-
waii, and here – with two very differ-
ent missions.

“At Hickam, we directly supported
many small islands throughout the
South Pacific with large amounts of
unexploded World War II ordnance,
so that’s a lot of what we did there,
whereas here, the main focus is
presidential and Secret Service sup-
port,” Sharman said.

Like Carraway, Sharman said he
attributes much of his success to
the people around him who helped
along the way.

“A big reason I made it is because
Chief Master Sgt. (Harvey) Hampton
(former 437th Airlift Wing command
chief master sergeant) and some

other chiefs and senior NCOs on
base ran me through mock boards to
prepare me for the AMC level of com-
petition,” Sharman said.  “The AMC
board members told me that made a
huge difference.”

Charleston AFB’s senior NCOs
weren’t the only ones to help.

“My flight really helped me pre-
pare too,” Sharman said.

As far as advice to other airmen,
Sharman offered some of the things
he’s learned on the path to becoming
one of the 12 OAY.

“Have a good attitude,” Sharman
said.  “When presented opportuni-
ties, capitalize on them.  Instead of
turning down the TDY no one else
wants, take it.  Jump in and do your
best.”

Sharman also highlighted the im-
portance of having footsteps to follow
in.

“Find a good mentor, somebody
who’s sharp, and learn from them,”
Sharman said.

The 12 OAY program was initi-
ated at the AFA’s 10th annual na-
tional convention, held in New Or-
leans in 1956, according to the
association’s Web site.  Carraway,
Sharman and the other 10 select-
ees will serve on the AFA Enlisted
Council for one year.
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Charleston Warrior of the Week

Staff Sgt. Kwame Felton, a 437th Aircraft Genera-
tion Squadron communications and navigation sys-
tems technician, is currently serving as the student
leader at the First Term Airmen Center.

To become a student leader, the individual’s group
superintendent, the 437th Support Group superinten-
dent and the 437th Airlift Wing’s command chief mas-
ter sergeant all have to interview the volunteer.  The
last interview is by Tech. Sgt. Joel Jones, the FTAC
NCOIC.  The interviews ensure that the best possible
person for the job is selected, said Felton.  Student
leaders normally serve for 90 days, but Jones re-
quested Felton for an extra 90-day stretch.

“It’s a good opportunity being over here,” said Felton.
“It gives me the chance to meet a lot of people around
the base.”

His other job keeps him busy also.
“What I do is work on all radio and navigation

equipment aboard the C-17,” said Felton.  “I test,
modify and repair all associated systems with my job.”

The Birmingham, Ala., native has been at Charles-
ton AFB since January 2001, after serving at RAF
Mildenhall, England.

“I like being at CAFB because of the geographic
location and weather,” said Felton.  “It’s better than
the weather in England.

“I also get to work on newer aircraft like the C-17,”
Felton continued.  “I used to work on helicopters that
flew in ‘Nam.”

Felton said his fulfillment in his job at the 437 AGS

Staff Sgt. Kwame Felton
437th Aircraft Generation Squadron

Photo by Airman 1st Class Amy Perry

comes from work completion.
“The favorite part of my job is to accomplish my

work and see the planes get off the ground,” said
Felton.

Felton said he likes to play sports, and also enjoys
going to movies and to historical sites.  He said he also
likes the older houses in downtown Charleston.

Felton has one daughter, Ashley, who is 4.

Around the base
Job fair: The Fleet and Family Sup-

port Center at the Naval Weapons
Station is hosting a mini Job Fair in
Bldg. 755 today, noon-2 p.m.  There
will be several companies at the job
fair representing many facets of the
employment world.  Among these will
be the State Department, recruiting
persons for diplomatic security, and
Orion International, a job placement
company specializing in placement
of former military persons into civil-
ian jobs.  For more information, call
Gil King at 764-7480, ext. 13.

Passes: The Dorchester Gate will
no longer issue vehicle decals after
Thursday.  All vehicle registration
will be accomplished at the main pass
and registration office in Bldg. 254.
The change is aimed at minimizing
waiting time for personnel attempt-
ing to register their vehicles at
Charleston AFB.  For more informa-
tion, call 963-3626.

Closing: The Consignment Shop is
closed for a summer break.  The store
will reopen Thursday.  Once it re-
opens, the shop will resume normal
hours: Tuesday, Thursday and Friday,
10 a.m.-2 p.m.; Tuesday 6-8 p.m.; and
the first Saturday of the month, 10
a.m.-1 p.m.  The shop is located in
Bldg. 203 on Graves Avenue.

Road closure: The intersection
of Hill Boulevard and Davis Drive
will close Aug. 2, 8 a.m.,for the an-
nual base picnic and reopen Aug. 3,
7 p.m.

Civilian jobs: The Palace Acquire
Intern Program open season for out-
standing scholars runs through Aug.
2.  Students with at least a 3.45 grade
point average who are looking for a
government job can apply through
the program during this time.  For

more information, go to
www.afpc.randolph.af.mil/cp/recruit.

Embry-Riddle:  Fall class registra-
tion for Embry-Riddle Aeronautical
University runs now-Aug. 5.  For more
information, call 767-8912.

CCC: Term I registration for City
Colleges of Chicago runs now-Aug. 8.

For more information, call 552-5959.

Closing:  The Charleston AFB
Clinic will close Aug. 9, noon, for the
remainder of the day.  For emergen-
cies, call 911. For non-emergencies,
call the CAFB Clinic at 963-6790.

Luncheon: A Women’s Equality Day
Luncheon is scheduled for Aug. 26,
11:30 a.m.-1 p.m., at the Charleston
Club.  Cost is $9 for members and $11
for non-members.  For more informa-
tion, or for tickets, call 963-6757 or
963-6959.

AFSA: The Air Force Sergeants
Association holds a meeting the sec-
ond Tuesday of every month, 4 p.m.,
at the Charleston Club.  AFSA has
more than 155,000 members and
advocates improved quality-of-life and
economic fairness for enlisted per-
sonnel and their families.  For more
information, call Tech. Sgt. Tundra
Gatewood at 963-6901.

Survey: Naval Hospital Charleston
is exploring the expansion of com-
puter technology in an effort to im-
prove service to patients.  Anyone
receiving healthcare at the Naval
Hospital or Naval Weapons Station
can assist in this process by respond-
ing to an electronic survey, online at
www.nhchasn.med.navy.mil.  For
patients without computer access,
the survey will be available at the

The Army and Air Force Exchange Service, in cooperation with the U.S.
Consumer Product Safety Commission and Whirlpool Corp., is participating in
the voluntary recall of combination washer and gas dryer units. The gas dryer
can overheat, posing a fire hazard. Washer and dryer units with electric dryers
are not involved in the recall.

Whirlpool has received two reports of the unit overheating. No injuries or
property damage have been reported.

The recalled 24-inch washer and gas dryer units are white or light tan and
were sold under the Whirlpool, Kenmore and General Electric brand names.
The brand name is written on the control panel of the units. The model and
serial number are located behind the dryer door at the top of the opening.
Model and serial numbers of units covered by this recall are as follows:

 Whirlpool Compact Thin Twin, Model Nos. LTG5243DZ2, LTG5243DT2,
LTG5243DQ2, LTG5243DQ3 and LTG5243DT3 with serial numbers beginning
with MM, ML or MK;

 Kenmore Laundry Center, Model Nos. 110.98752792 and 110.98752793
with serial numbers beginning with MM, ML or MK; and

 General Electric Unitized Spacemaker, Model Nos. WSM2480TBAWW and
WSM2480TCAWW with serial numbers having Z, A or D as the second
character.

AAFES sold these units nationwide from January 2000 through May 2002
and only sold Models LTG5243DQ2 and LTG5243DQ3 in white to customers
ordering through the Internet and stores at Maxwell AFB, Ala.; Nellis AFB,
Nev.; and on Okinawa.

Customers in the United States should contact Whirlpool at (866) 251-1607
anytime to arrange free in-home service and repair.

Naval Hospital in the pharmacy area
during the next few weeks.

Reservations: Travelers may call
or visit the passenger travel section
upon notification of official travel,
even if they don’t have orders in hand.
According to the passenger travel
section staff, many people are under
the impression they must have or-
ders to conduct travel business.  By
waiting to receive orders, many cus-
tomers encounter flight non-avail-
ability problems and other difficul-
ties.  For more information about
official travel, call the passenger travel
section at 963-3066.

DRMO:  The Defense Reutilization
and Marketing Office can help meet
mission requirements.  All DOD or-
ganizations can screen free excess
assets at www.drns.dla.mil. For more
information, call the 437th Supply
Squadron at 963-4826.

Family Support Center
Pre-deployment Briefing: Daily,

10 a.m. and 2 p.m.
Interview Techniques: Aug. 6, 9

a.m.-noon.
Junior Smooth Move: Aug. 6, 6-7

p.m.
Resume I: Aug. 7, 9 a.m.-noon.
All workshops are held at the Fam-

ily Support Center unless otherwise
noted.  For more information, call
963-4406.

AAFES recalls gas combination washer/dryer units
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Combat Camera Photo of the Week

Story and photo by
Capt. Krista Carlos
437 AW Public Affairs

Most people would probably agree
that the idea of flying a plane into
the eye of a storm is crazy.  But that’s
exactly what members of the Air
Force Reserve’s 53rd Weather Recon-
naissance Squadron, known as the
Hurricane Hunters, do for a living.

Based out of Keesler AFB, Miss.,
this specialized unit performs a role
in surveying tropical disturbances
and hurricanes in the Atlantic (west
of 55W), Caribbean and Gulf of Mexico
for the National Hurricane Center
in Miami, Fla.

On July 19, two WC-130 weather
reconnaissance planes performed a
training flight from Charleston AFB
over the Atlantic Ocean, to simulate
flying into a hurricane and to collect
data to forecast this year’s storm sea-
son.

“This is a very interesting job,”
said Maj. Ron Marx, chief pilot who
has flown six variations of C-130s
over the past 15 years.  “We are the
only people in the world who do this.”

The Air Force uses ten WC-130
aircraft to accomplish the weather
missions.

“The aircraft are all H-model
planes that have not been modified
to fly the missions, they just contain
special weather equipment,” said
Marx.  Each of these weather mis-
sions average about 11 hours and

can cover almost 3,500 miles.
Six people comprise the crew: air-

craft commander, co-pilot, flight en-
gineer, navigator, weather officer and
a dropsonde system operator.  Hurri-
cane Hunters gather weather data
from areas where it is impractical or
impossible to operate ground obser-
vation stations, or where weather
satellites cannot provide complete
information, according to the Hurri-
cane Hunters website.

After the aircraft flies into a storm,
the dropsonde system operator fires
out a canister, which resembles the
shape of a large Pringles chip can,
from a tube located in the back of the
aircraft.  The canister, also known
as the dropsonde, acts like a “mini
weather station,” according to Mas-
ter Sgt. Steve Day, dropsonde system
operator.  The navigator and weather
officer decide the exact time to re-
lease the canister.  After it is dropped,
it falls to the ocean and a parachute
deploys.  After deployment, the drop-
sonde begins to transmit back to the
aircraft a vertical atmospheric pro-
file of the temperature, humidity,
barometric pressure and wind data
every half second.

The dropsonde collects informa-
tion that goes into a coded message
format and is put together with infor-
mation from the weather officer’s
computer (outside temperature,
dewpoint, altitude of the aircraft and
barometric pressure at that height)
and sent via satellite to the National

Hurricane Center, said Day.
Marx said the job the Hurri-

cane Hunters perform is a very
useful service to the nation,
helping the national weather
center predict hurricane land-
fall with 20-30 percent accu-
racy.

The job is important for
evacuation purposes as well as
helping with the “boy who cried
wolf” syndrome that can cost
an area millions due to bad
storm predictions, said Marx.

“Every storm is unique and
has its own personality,” said
Marx.  “There is not a typical
storm to fly through.”

Marx stated that he has only
been scared three times in his
Air Force career.  Twice when
he was in special operations
and once in the WC-130 during
Hurricane Michelle.

“One day we went into it
(Michelle) and it was as calm
as can be, and the next day it
was so violent that it required
both pilots … it was something
else,” said Marx.  “I had my
hands on the controls, but I was
a passenger.”

Marx also said weather sys-
tems need to be respected be-
cause they have the potential
to be very dangerous.

Hurricane season runs from June
1 to November 30 with most of the
hurricanes and tropical depressions
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Hurricane Hunters visit CAFB, keep ‘eye’ on Atlantic

Photo by Senior Airman Bethann Hunt, 1 CTCS
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By Capt. Krista Carlos
437 AW Public Affairs

Specific procedures have to be followed to ensure the
security and safety of assets and personnel on the flightline.

Flightline escorts need to follow the guidelines outlined
below in order to eliminate the chance of having an unwanted
encounter with security forces.

Proper steps for escorting individuals/groups onto the
flightline are as follows:

 Escort must possess a Charleston flightline access badge.
 Before taking a group to flightline, the escort must call

public affairs (if taking photos) and the command post with
the following information:

- Number of people in the group
- The spot and tail number of the C-17
- What time the tour will be and how long it will last
- Name of the individualwho authorized the C-17’s avail-

ability
- If photos will be taken and how those pictures will be used

 Group must be less than 10 people;  for public groups (i.e.
civic leaders, boy scouts, etc.) or groups larger than 10,
contact public affairs

 Due to safety concerns, it is not recommended to bring
small children (under 10 years) onto the flightline.

 The escort must be with the group at all times to prevent
individuals from wandering away.

 The escort must call the day of the proposed tour
 POVs are not allowed on the flightline unless authorized by

base operations.
For more information on these procedures, see paragraph

5.4 of CAFB 31-101, the Installation Security Instruction.
For more information, contact public affairs at 963-5608.

PA explains proper flightline procedures

coming off of the coast of Africa (Cape
Verde), said Marx.  Charleston AFB,
Homestead AFB and Patrick AFB, Fla.,
are all alternate locations for the
Hurricane Hunters in the event a
storm hits the Gulf near Keesler.
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By Airman 1st Class
Amy Perry
437 AW Public Affairs

The 437th and 315th Airlift
Wing commanders are sched-
uled to host Air Force Ball
2002 Sept. 7, 6 p.m., at the
North Charleston Convention
Center.

For $25, attendees will have
the opportunity to experience
a night of dinner and dancing.

The menu is chicken breast
with champagne sauce, salad,
vegetables, roasted potatoes
and cheesecake with berry
sauce for dessert.

A civilian band, XTRA, is
scheduled to provide the danc-
ing music.

“They play a lot of top 40
that’s appealing to the younger
crowd,” said 2nd Lt. Deborah
Morillo, 437th Mission Support
Squadron Air Force Ball rep-
resentative.  “They play hip-
hop stuff, the cha-cha slide
and the electric slide.”

Upon arriving at the Air
Force Ball, guests will receive
an etched wine glass instead
of the traditional coin.

“The committee didn’t want
to have a coin,” said Morillo.
“They wanted a piece of memo-
rabilia that you can use all
year.  You can get one at the

ball, but you can buy more to
complete the set.”

Kathy Knichel, 437 AW
Protocol’s Air Force Ball repre-
sentative, said there are other
changes to this year’s ball.

“This year, there will be
three different photography
stations,” said Knichel.
“There will be two inside, and
one outside.”

The Air Force Ball commit-
tee has set up several ser-
vices that attendees can take

advantage of before, during
and after the ball.

“The Medical Group Asso-
ciation is offering a program
to baby-sit military children
(at the North Charleston Con-
vention Center),” said Tech.
Sgt. Janet Clayton, 437th Medi-
cal Group Association presi-
dent.  “It will be $10 per child
age 3-12, and they will be pro-
vided with food and drinks.
There will be age-appropriate
games and kid movies to

watch.”
Another perk over last

year’s ball is that transporta-
tion will be available.

“437th Transportation
Squadron is offering free
transportation to (the North
Charleston convention cen-
ter) and back (to the base),”
said Morillo.  “That’s great for
everyone, especially great for
the airmen.”

Since it will be near a hotel,
said Morillo, rooms will be

available for $89.
Knichel said the commit-

tee has made several initia-
tives to lower the ticket cost
for airmen.

“The tickets started at $48
per ticket,” said Knichel.  “It’s
been decreased to $25 per
ticket.  The groups are also
buying tickets and holding
fundraisers for the lower
ranking airmen.  For ex-
ample, the Chief’s Group, the
Top 3 and 315th Reserve
Alumni have already commit-
ted funds to purchase tickets
for airmen.”

The committee will have a
Popsicle fundraiser at the base
picnic Aug. 2-3 to raise money
for the ball.

Dress for the event will be
mess dress for officers and
mess dress or semi-formal for
enlisted.  The civilian attire
is formal.

All Team Charleston mem-
bers and any family members
are invited to attend.  Per-
sonal invitations will be sent
to local civic and community
leaders.  Retirees are also in-
vited.

To volunteer for the Air
Force Ball committee or ticket
information call, Kathy
Knichel, 963-5644, or Capt.
William Reynolds, 963-6173.

437, 315 AW slated to host Air Force Ball 2002 Sept. 7

437th Logistics Group/Logistics Support Squadron: Master Sergeants Jerry Nettles, 963-3664 and Jerry Siapno, 963-4105
437th Aircraft Generation Squadron: Tech. Sgt. Tim Smith, 963-4041
437th Contracting Squadron: Tech. Sgt. William Pinkowski, 963-5180
437th Maintenance Squadron: Master Sgt. Michael Clark, 963-4679
437th Transportation Squadron: Master Sgt. Janet Osborne, 963-4190
437th Supply Squadron: 2nd Lt. Katherine Lefevers
437th Operations Group/Operation Support Squadron: Airmen 1st Class Diana Fratichelli or Mathew Harms, 963-4286
437th Aerial Port Squadron: Senior Master Sgt. Steven Cathey, 963-3241, and Master Sgt. Edward Pinnell, 963-7007
14th Airlift Squadron: Master Sgt. Tim Lomas, 963-2137
15th Airlift Squadron: Master Sgt. Ric Brayboy, 963-2135
17th Airlift Squadron: Master Sgt. James Scanlan, 963-2913
437th Support Group/Mission Support Squadron/Wing Staff:  2nd Lt. Deborah Morillo, 963-4546
437th Communication Squadron: Master Sgt. Victor DeLaRosa, 963-3507
437th Civil Engineer Squadron: Capt. Elwood Henry, 963-5023
437th Security Forces Squadron: Staff Sgt. Richard Land, 963-3625
437th Services Squadron: Master Sgt. Brendan Ryan, 963-3821
437th Comptroller Squadron: Chief Master Sgt. Melvin Willis, 963-3726
1st Combat Camera Squadron: Master Sgt. Buster Davis, 963-3356
437th Medical Group: Senior Master Sgt. Anthony Coney, 963-6916
315th Airlift Wing: Debbie Baldwin, 963-2036
373rd Training Squadron, Detachment 5: Master Sgt. Dennis Edwards, 963-2948

Air Force Ball 2002 information points of contact
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FEATURE

By Staff Sgt. Melanie Streeter
437 AW Public Affairs

Aircrews and maintainers from
Charleston AFB teamed up July 13-
21 with their counterparts from
McChord AFB, Wash., Pope AFB,
N.C., and Dyess AFB, Texas, during
Large Package Week at Pope AFB.

“Large Package Week is a joint
Army and Air Force preparation
exercise for the 82nd Airborne
Division (Fort Bragg, N.C.),” said Lt.
Col. Steve Shope, 15th Airlift Squad-
ron commander.

Shope said the exercise culmi-
nates the 82nd Airborne’s intensive
training cycle, which prepares one
brigade, designated the division-
ready brigade, to go on 24-hour
standby for deployment.

“Typically, they like to jump in a
brigade-sized force,” Shope said.
“We dropped almost 700 and almost
900 (paratroopers) on the last two
nights to get them ready.  That’s
the way they want to employ, so we
have to be ready to do it that way.
We meld our training requirements
with theirs into a training scenario
to benefit us both.”

The scenario for LPW was to drop
troops in to seize an airfield, then
airdrop the Army’s light airfield
repair package to repair the runway
and regain operations on the
airfield, according to Shope.  Once
the LARP cleared the way for air-
land operations, C-17s brought in
the Immediate Ready Company of
the 3rd Infantry at Fort Stewart, Ga.,
and its heavy airfield repair equip-
ment, which included heavy grad-
ers, minefield detection and re-
moval equipment, and armored

personnel carriers.  All of this was
done on a dirt runway.

“We went back in after it was
over, picked up the heavy package,
and flew it back to Fort Stewart
(Ga.),” Shope said.  “On one plane
there was about 100,000 pounds of
payload, and we made it out of a
4,000-foot dirt runway.  We’d never
done that before.”

It wasn’t the only first of the
mission, according to Shope.

The C-17 was without all-
weather formation capability due to
a long-term equipment deficiency,
according to Shope.  Boeing engi-
neers fixed the problem, resulting

in the ability to put more
aircraft across the drop zone in
a tighter formation.

“That expedited the build up
of combat power on the ground,”
Shope said.  “That was one
huge goal of ours, to get the
station keeping equipment
back online for the C-17.”

Because the Army operates
almost entirely on night vision
goggles, aircrew members
accomplished another first,
according to Shope.

“We employed for the first
time a formation NVG airdrop
on covertly marked drop zones,”
Shope said.

The 437th Airlift Wing
commander grabbed another
first during the week, accord-
ing to Shope.  Col. Brooks
Bash was the first wing com-
mander to land on a dirt strip
in a C-17.

All told, C-17s dropped 2,651
paratroopers and 135 tons of
Army equipment and ammu-
nition during LPW, according
to Shope.

But none of it would have hap-
pened without the maintainers who
kept the aircraft moving, Shope
said.

“Eighty-three of the 83 missions
launched on time,” Shope said.
“That’s a totally phenomenal perfor-
mance by the maintenance guys.”

First Lt. Wade Cornelius, 437th

Aircraft Generation Squadron Main-
tenance Flight commander, said the
maintenance effort was a joint effort.

“The McChord team and Charles-
ton team didn’t work like two sepa-
rate bases,” Cornelius said.  “They
worked as a cohesive team toward a
common goal – to launch aircraft.”

Completing the mission wasn’t
easy, Cornelius said.  Maintainers
worked 14-15 hours a day to keep the
jets fixed and flying.

“They couldn’t just stop and leave
when it was convenient, because
there was still work to be done,”
Cornelius said.  “And we did it all
safely and without any injuries.  The
attitude of the NCOs and airmen was
absolutely incredible.”

Three nights in a row, maintainers
launched two nine-ship formations,
with only two-and-a-half hours to fix
and relaunch them again, Cornelius
said.

“There was a phenomenal amount
of teamwork between maintenance
personnel and the operators, which
made this large package a huge
success,” Cornelius said.  “The NCOs
demonstrated amazing leadership on
the flightline ensuring the right
parts were available and the jets
were fixed on time.”

Two of those NCOs were Master
Sergeants Rick Bolick and Mike
O’Hara, according to Cornelius.

Second Lt. Dex Adams, Bolick and
O’Hara coordinated everything

needed, from supply support to
aerospace ground equipment, to
make the maintenance aspect of
LPW work, Cornelius said.

Shope gave credit to Captains Bill
Spangenthal, the lead planner for the
exercise, Joe Vanoni, the lead
airdrop planner, and Mike Maguire,
the lead airland planner.

“They did the lion’s share of the
work,” Shope said.  “It was a really
fantastic plan and also key to mak-
ing the exercise go smoothly, be-
cause of the level of detail they went
to in planning.”

Shope also gave a lot of credit to
Cornelius and the maintainers from
both Charleston and McChord.

“They really came together as a
team to make it happen for aircrews
and the Army,” Shope said.  “There
were a lot of configuration changes,
taking seats out for cargo, then
reinstalling them, taking down the
static lines for paratrooper drops.
Turning them from cargo during the
day to drop 100 troops at night was a
lot of work.”

Cornelius said during the exer-
cise,  the working relationship
between operations and mainte-
nance was extremely smooth.

“We worked as a team and were
definitely successful ensuring a 100
percent take-off reliability rate,” said
Cornelius.  “It doesn’t get any better
than that.

The next LPW is scheduled for
September, Shope said, with
McChord taking the lead.

“We plan on giving them the same
support they gave us, which was
absolutely outstanding,” Shope said.
“It wasn’t McChord and Charleston, it
was really a C-17 community up
there working together to make
things happen.”

C-17C-17C-17C-17C-17SSSSS     DELIVERDELIVERDELIVERDELIVERDELIVER     DDDDDURINGURINGURINGURINGURING     LARLARLARLARLARGEGEGEGEGE     PPPPPAAAAACKCKCKCKCKAAAAAGEGEGEGEGE     WEEKWEEKWEEKWEEKWEEK

A C-17 Globemaster III offloads armored personnel carriers after a dirt-strip landing during Large Package Week.A C-17 Globemaster III offloads armored personnel carriers after a dirt-strip landing during Large Package Week.A C-17 Globemaster III offloads armored personnel carriers after a dirt-strip landing during Large Package Week.A C-17 Globemaster III offloads armored personnel carriers after a dirt-strip landing during Large Package Week.A C-17 Globemaster III offloads armored personnel carriers after a dirt-strip landing during Large Package Week.
Photos by Staff Sgt. Aaron Allmon II, 1 CTCS

A C-17 Globemaster III, from CharlestonA C-17 Globemaster III, from CharlestonA C-17 Globemaster III, from CharlestonA C-17 Globemaster III, from CharlestonA C-17 Globemaster III, from Charleston
AFB, carries a bull-dozer for a night dropAFB, carries a bull-dozer for a night dropAFB, carries a bull-dozer for a night dropAFB, carries a bull-dozer for a night dropAFB, carries a bull-dozer for a night drop
during Large Package Week.during Large Package Week.during Large Package Week.during Large Package Week.during Large Package Week.
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Chapel scheduleChapel scheduleChapel scheduleChapel scheduleChapel schedule

107 Arthur Drive
Office hours: 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday-

Friday.
Phone: 963-2536.  After duty hours, call the

command post at 963-2531 for emergencies only.
Catholic Services
Saturday -- 4 p.m. Reconciliation, 5 p.m. Mass.
Sunday -- 9:30 a.m. Mass, 9:30 a.m. Children’s

Church.
Weekdays -- 11:30 a.m. Mass, Sacrament of

Baptism pre-baptismal classes are held the first
Sunday of each month at 11 a.m. in the Chapel
Annex.  For Sacrament of Marriage, call the Catho-
lic chaplain six months prior to the wedding.

Protestant Services
Sunday -- 9:30 a.m. Sunday School in Bldg. 245,

11 a.m. Traditional Worship Service, 11 a.m.
Children’s Church.

Thursday -- 7 p.m. Praise and Worship contem-
porary service in Bldg. 216 (old Chapel).

Buddhist: Columbia Shambhala Meditation
Center, Suite 109, Columbia, S.C.  29405.  Phone:
(803) 254-9048.

Orthodox: Holy Trinity, Greek Orthodox Church,
30 Race St., Charleston, S.C.  Phone:  577-2063.

Jewish: Call Jewish Lay Leader: David Sirull at
571-3264.

Islamic: Al-Jami Ar-Rasheed, 1998 Hugo Ave.,
Charleston Heights, S.C.  Phone: 554-1773.

Admission prices:
Adults/Children --  99 cents

Any child under 17 years of age requires
a parent or adult guardian (21 years old) to
purchase an admission ticket for the minor child to view R-
rated movies.  The ticket office opens 30 minutes prior to
start of movie, unless otherwise noted.

Movie schedules are provided by AAFES.  Patrons
should call 963-3333 to verify movie titles, running
times and start times, which are subject to change.

Movie scheduleMovie scheduleMovie scheduleMovie scheduleMovie schedule

Tonight, 7:30 p.m.
“Spider-Man” – Tobey Maquire

After being bitten by a radioactive spider, Peter
Parker’s body chemistry is magnetically altered.
He can scale walls and ceilings, and he develops
a “spider-sense” that warns him of approaching
danger.  Adopting the name “Spider-Man,” Peter
first uses his new-found powers to make money.
After his uncle is murdered, he swears to use his
powers to fight evil.   (PG-13) 119 minutes

Saturday, 2 p.m.
“Scooby-Doo” – Matthew Lillard

This first-ever, live-action adaptation of the
beloved and long-running animated series catches
up with Scooby-Doo and the Mystery Inc., gang as
they meddle their way into a mystery that leads
them into murky, and possibly supernatural,
waters.  (PG) 87 minutes

Saturday, 7:30 p.m.
“The Bourne Identity” – Matt Damon

A Zurich safe deposit box yields passports, a
hefty load of cash, an automatic weapon and a
name; Jason Bourne.  What it means remains a
mystery, but Bourne quickly realizes he knows no
one, but certain people recognize him and do not
wish him well.  (PG-13) 111 minutes
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Swamp Foxes: The
Charleston Swamp Foxes
arena football team is spon-
soring a military appreciation
night Saturday, 7 p.m, at the
North Charleston Coliseum.
Tickets are available at the
box office.  For more informa-
tion, call 452-1700.

School physicals: Family
Practice and Flight Medicine
are offering school/sports
physicals Wednesday.
TRICARE Prime enrolled
Charleston AFB children in
kindergarten-12th grade are
eligible.  To make an appoint-
ment, Family Practice patients
can call 963-6880.  Flight
Medicine patients can call
963-6923.

Golf tournament: The
Charleston AFB First Six
Association is hosting a golf
tournament Aug. 2, 8:30 a.m.,
at Wrenwoods Golf Course.
Hamburgers and chips will be
provided free.  The cost is $15
plus green and cart fees.  To
sign up, call 963-4177, or
contact Senior Airman
Heather Reid at 963-5549.

AF Marathon: The U.S. Air
Force Marathon is scheduled
for Sept. 21 at Wright-
Patterson AFB, Ohio.  Regis-
tration packages are due
before Sept. 4.  For more
information, call Eddie Goad
at 963-4321 or Steve Parrish
at 963-3347.

Sports briefs
Story and photos by
Staff Sgt. Jason Smith
437 AW Public Affairs

The Med Gp softball team
performed surgery with no anes-
thesia on the 437 Staff team Mon-
day, beating them 19-6.

According to Med Gp team
officials, Med Gp players showed
up with their game faces on, want-
ing a big win to give the team
momentum as the playoffs ap-
proach.

“We came to win,” said Kent
Hall, Med Gp coach.  “We still have
six make-up games against tough
teams.  We’re playing APS and AGS
still.  This victory gives us a push.”

Keith Cedegren, 437 Staff out-
fielder, said a lot of key players for
the staff team are missing.

“We have too many big players
who didn’t show up,” said
Cedegren.  “Deployments have
really hurt us, and it shows.”

Cedegren said this is the first
season the 437th Airlift Wing Staff
has had a team in a few years.  The
team is still learning to play to-
gether, and he expects big things
from them next season.

The 437 Staff team is numeri-
cally eliminated from the playoffs,
but their opponents Monday are
definitely in the hunt.

At press time, the Med Gp team
was 14-8 with hopes of a solid
playoff performance in the near
future.  Hall said there are four or
five teams that are going to be
tough to beat, but right now, he’s
most worried about the Flyers.

“They’re on top of their game
right now,” said Hall about the

Flyers.  “They’re crush-
ing people.”

With a little help from
key players like third
baseman, Dwight
Taylor, and outfielder,
Dwight Witcher, Hall
said the Med Gp team
can be as consistent
and good as any team
in the league.

Twelve teams will
make the playoffs
which are scheduled to
start in early August.
More information about
the double-elimination
championship tourna-
ment will be released
as it becomes available.

Med Gp guilty of malpractice on 437 Staff
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By Master Sgt. Dan Murphy
437 AW Public Affairs

The Charleston AFB Hurricanes ice hockey
team skated to an 11-1 victory July 21 against
their league rivals, AJs.

This win puts the Hurricanes at 14 points for
the year and in a tie for second place heading
into the last regular-season game of the year.

AJs drew first blood in the game with a goal
at 11:06 in the first.  Hurricanes forward Bill
Bellerdine, 437th Transportation Squadron,
quickly answered with a hard slap shot from
the point.

Less than two minutes later, the ’canes went
on top with a back hander from Jason Smith,
right wing and member of the 437th Airlift Wing
Public Affairs Office.  Smith’s goal was the last
one the team needed to secure a victory.

The team went on to score nine more unan-
swered goals.  Bellerdine led the team in
scoring with four goals total.  Besides
Bellerdine and Smith, the following players
also scored for the Hurricanes: Jeffrey
Openbrier, center and member of the 437th

Aircraft Generation Squadron (two goals); Jon
Martinez, defenseman and member of the 437th

Supply Squadron (two goals); Brian Jones,
forward and member of the 437 AW; and Aaron
Plevel, defenseman and member of the 437th

Aerial Port Squadron.
Jeramie Banks, goalie and member of the

373rd Training Squadron, also contributed to
the blow out by stopping 20 of the 21 shots he
faced.  After allowing the first goal, Banks was
flawless through 53 minutes of play.

If the Hurricanes win their last regular-
season game, the first-year team has a chance
at clinching second place in the league.  The
win won’t be an easy one as the ‘canes face the
league-leading Wolves.

“The Wolves are really fast, and just play
really good defense,” said Karl Nichols,
Hurricane’s player/coach and member of the
437th Civil Engineer Squadron.  “We need
speed and a continued performance in the
areas we’ve excelled in to beat them.”

Nichols said he’s amazed by the success of
the Hurricanes.  He credits speed, passing,
positioning, teamwork and discipline for the

team’s success.
The Hurricanes are definitely in the hunt for

the championship, according to Nichols.
“No one expected us to be in this situation,”

said Sam Hill, Hurricanes defenseman and
member of the 437th Maintenance Squadron.
“We have a lot of new people to the sport.  It’s
been incredible.”

Hill said Nichols has been a big influence on
the team, and without his great coaching,
charisma and positive attitude, the team may
not be in a playoff position.

“I think we’ll do good in the playoffs,” said
Hill.  “It hurts that some of our big players are
gone, but it’s also helped in that everyone else
has had to play above their level.”

If the team can stick together, Hill said they
should be the top team next season.

“We’re the only ones who practice on a
regular basis,” Hill said.  “We’re still learning,
but as far as raw talent goes, we’ve got the best
team out there.”

The Hurricanes battle the Wolves Thursday,
9:30 p.m., at the Carolina Ice Palace.  Everyone
is invited, and admission is free.

Hurricanes beat AJs in 11-1 icing:Hurricanes beat AJs in 11-1 icing:Hurricanes beat AJs in 11-1 icing:Hurricanes beat AJs in 11-1 icing:Hurricanes beat AJs in 11-1 icing: Charleston AFB’s first-year hockey team
looking toward second-place seed




